More MNC drug
companies pop
Indian patent pill

Pfizer, J&J, Zydus Cadila to launch
their patented drugs in India

. ‘NEW WAVE -

» MNC drug manufacturers are slowly
gaining confidence in Indian IPR
rules and their enforcement

» German Remedies to introduce interferon

beta-1B under the brand name Betaferon

cancer treatment drug Velcade

» J&J to bring its newly patented blood

drugs i

» EliLillyto offer its Ieading antidepressants

PVINOD KUMAR
Chennai, June 8

Despite the US Federal Trade
RepresentativekeepingIndiaon
the watch list citing flaws in the
new patent law introduced in
January this year, the multina-
tional drug manufactirers are
slowly gaining confidenceinthe
Indian IPR (intellectual proper-
ty rights) rules and its enforce-
ment.

Drug majors like Pfizer, No-
vartis and Eli Lilly are launching
their patented blockbuster
drugs, German drug maker Zy-
dus Cadilaand Johnson & John-
son (J&J) also plan to introduce
their patented products in the
India. This move by MNCs is in-
terpreted asa sign of their grow-
ingconfidence inIndia’sIPrules
and its protection from cloning
by local companies through re-
verseengineering.

“According to  industry
_sources, a number of foreign
pharmaceutical majors have fi-
nallyshed theirdoubts aboutIn-
dianIPRlawandhavedecidedto
introduce their patented drugs.
German Remedies, a wholly-
owned subsidiary of the Zydus
CadilagroupishittingtheIndian

market with its interferon beta- -

1» Novartisissetto introduce its
) cardlovascular and cancer drugs soon

1B under the brand name
Betaferon. The drug is used for
thetreatmentofmultiplesclero-
sis. At present no competing
drug in this segmentis available
in India. German Remedies is
marketing thissubcutaneousin-
jectable drug inthe local market
in alliance with Schering AG of
Germany. Similarly, J&J has re-
portedly decided to bring its

newly patented blood cancer

treatmentdrugVelcadeintheIn-
dian market by the end of this
year. The drug will be launched
through J&J's  subsidiary
Janssen Cilag. This may be the
first time that an MNC drug-
makerisintroducinganewdrug
in India soon after its discovery
andobtainingUS patent.
TheUSdruggiancEliLillyhas
already announced irs plans to
offer its products, including its
leading antidepressants drugs
in India. Swiss drug-maker No-
vartis is set to introduce its car-
diovascular and cancer drugs
soon. Merck & Company too, is
in the process of entering Indfan
market to manufacture and
marketits products. Another US
drug-maker Cymbiotics in asso-

ciation ‘with _Cipla is in the

process of introducing its new
arthnnsdrug,Mobxx *
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