Novartis puts patent drugs on ice
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ovartis Indiawill launch
Nits patented products
in India after 2007. This
follows the company’s decision
to wait till ambiguities in the
country’s patentlaw are cleared.
Asenior company executive
said, “There were several amend-
ments to the patent law, which
has diluted the original provi-
sions, and these may havea neg-
ative effect on the industry, par-
ticularly for research-based com-
panies.” In this context, it

does not make sense for the com-
pany to conclude that the coun-
try’s patent law is equipped to
protect the rights of the in-
ventor, the executive added.
Inaddition, generics that pre-
exist are allowed to continue
with business as usual despite
the switch over to a product
patent regime.
Theamendments to restrict
patents only to new chemical
entities (NCEs), the loosely
defined compulsory licensing
and pre-grant opposition, are
also areas of concern for the
company while taking a deci-

sion on the introduction of
new products from the inter-
national portfolio, he added.

“Pricing remains another big
issue that needs to be tackled
while launching an international
product. All put together, the
company is still not in a com-
fortable position to plan launch-
es of patented molecules in
India,” he said.

Butas part of a country-spe-
cific product expansion strat-
egy, the company is looking
at in-licensing novel drug
technologies developed by R&D
institutions in India,




