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Thenumberofpatentappli-
' cations filed from India has
| grown considerably since
| 2001.Inthelastthreeyearsthe
! number of applications filed
by Indian compames and or-
ganisations has risen to 784in
2004 from 295 in 2001, ac-
' cording to the World Intellec-
tual Property Organisation.
e figurescouldincrease.
In 2004 the largest users
' from India of the Patent Coop-
eration Treaty (PCT) have
" been Ranbaxy and the CSIR
(Council of Scientific and In-
dustrial Research).
In 2003, Ranbaxy filed 66
applications whereas in 2004
nr1]ed121 In 2003, CSIR filed
124 applications whereas the
u*nber reported untilnow for
' /00415693pp11cat10ns
In 2004, other Indian or-
ganisations which filed for

shoot up;’

Patent appllcatlons

patent protection were Cipla
which filed 32, Jubilant
Organosys 16, Vaman Tech-
nologies (R & D) which filed
12, Matric Labs filed 12, Het-
ero filed 10, and Wockhardt
Ltd which filed 10 applica-
tions.

According to Francis Gurry,
deputy director-general of
WIPO, “There will definitely
be continued high growth
from India. India will be a fu-
ture power in intellectual
property. It has many areas of
originafityand noveltysuchas
science; éblotm:hnology, tradi-
tional inowledge, the film in-
dustm ‘amongst others.”

He analyses the increase in
patentapplications from India
as a result of a greater aware-
ness of patents and patent
rights by organisations, an in-
crease in export orientation
for patenting gives them pro-
tection, and an increase in
R&D and high performance in

fromIndia

ITand biotechnology: -

Over amillion patents have
been filed with WIPO since the
beginning of its PCT opera-
tionsin 1978. Arecordnumber
of 120,100 international
patent applications were filed
in 2004, with the biggest rate

of growth coming from the

Asian continent - namely
Japan, the Republic of Korea
and China.

WIPO predicts a further
growth from Asia in the com-
ing years, and if the current
rates of growth continue, Chi-
na will overtake Australia in
2005 to become the twelfth
largest user of the system.
WIPO has calculated a 4.3%
increaseinglobal patentappli-
cations filed for 2004 over
those filedin 2003.

However, as WIPO contin-
ues to receive patent applica-
tions filed with national
offices the previous year
throughout the first half of the
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'-':"‘year 2004 the percentage

couldrise.

India‘s national patent of-
fice has not yet switched
over to electronic filing and
take advantage of the UN or-
ganisation'snew E-Pdocappli-
cation system which allows
WIPO to receive, process and
communicate priority docu-
ments in electronic form, al-
ready used by many WIPO
member states’ national
patent offices. This system
allows WIPO to receive,
process, and communicate
priority documents in elec-
tronicform.

The PCT route offers inven-
tors and industry an advanta-
geous route for obtaining
patent protection internation-
ally and the filing of one
international patent applica-
tion under the PCT, protection
of invention can be sought
simultaneously in each of a
largenumberofcountries. 4



