Patent mailbox opens,
Pfizeri is top apphcant
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- US-based - Pfizer has
- emerged as the biggest phar-

- ma patent applicant in India

- as the Kolkata-based Patents
Office opened the mailbox of
patent pleas for pharma and
agrochem inventions for
1995-2005.Mailboxapplica-
tions are meant to recognise

' inventions as India switches
to a product patent regime.

Johnson & Johnson with
262submissionsemergedas
thesecondlargestapplicant.
Among Indian companies,
Dr Reddy’s Labs with 205
mailbox submissions has
been the most aggressive
patent seeker. Rival Ran-
baxyLaboratorieshasbeena
less aggressive user of the

mailbox with just 38 filings.

Of a total of 8,926 patent
pleas in the mailbox, a ma-
 jority of 7,520 belong to for-
eign entitdes, while the
- balance 1,406areIndianap-
plications. Expectedly, the
. USwhichishometoahostof
leading pharma MNCs, took
- aconsiderablelead overoth-
er countries including hosts
India which was in the sec-

- ondslot.

While US-based entities -
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put 2,324 applications, in-
cluding 2,096 pharma-re-
lated pleas, Indian
submissions were 1,406 in-
cluding 1,300 in pharma
sector. Among foreign coun-
tries, Germany made 1,238
filingsincluding 1,134 phar-
mafilingsto occupythe third

slotbehind US andIndia, fol- -

lowed by UK (631/573),
Switzerland ~ (596/538),

Japan (503/434), Sweden

364/351), France
(322/278), Denmark
(306/278) and Belgium
(177/170).

As for individual organi-
sations, FMCG major Procter
& Gamble occupied the third

slotafterPﬁzer J&JandDRL,

with 187 mailbox: submis-

-sions, followed by Merck

(156), Glaxo-SmithKline
(115) and chemicals giant EI
Dupont(95).

Among  domestic firms,
Delhi-based company
PanaceaBiotechput75appli-

" cations, followed by bigger
“firms like Dabur India (56),

SunPharma (46), Cipla (45).
Evidently, India’s second po-
sition on the chart does not
truly reflect its patenting
prowess as opposed to other
countries — it is reckoned to

- bemuchlessinfact.

. Proximity might presum-
ably be one reason for the
disproporticnately . high
numberofmdlanpleas But,

" that apart, the country

. would also lose out heavily

on the patent controller’s
priority scale for examina-
tion of the pleas. This is be-
cause foreign applicants
have used the Patent Coop-
eration Treaty (PCT) route
for patent filings in India
thanIndiaitself.
Thatgivesthemautomat-
ic precedence over corre-
sponding Indian filings, if
any. Date of PCT filing with
the relevant International
Bureau isreckoned to be the
date of filing in India too,
even if the Indian plea was
actuallymadeearlier. Forex-
ample, 1,133 of US’ pharma
patent filings in India are
through the PCT route,
while India has just 84 PCT
filings. As regards a patent
already filed elsewhere out-
side' the PCT ‘network, the
rights; if validated, will ac-
cruetothepartyfromdate of
filing abroad, even if the fil-
ing in India was done later.
Themoot pointisthatthe
seemingly huge number of
patent filings is no guaran-
tee for a commensurate
patent grant spree. A vast |
majorityofthesearelikelyto

_beeitherfrivolousorpreven-

tivepleas.. - . *®




