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ven as the tussle over the
EPatents Ordinance con-

tinues between various
political parties, asection of the
governmentis veering round the
view thatthe Patents Ordinance
inits present form willleadtoa
hike in drug prices.

The opinionisincontrastto
the commerce ministry’s view
that drug prices will not be af-
fectedas97 percentof the drugs
in use in the country are off-
patent.

Unhappy with the Patents
Ordinance inits present form,
the ministries of chemicalsand
health in a meeting on Satur-
day identified some of their
common concemns, stating that
the Patents Ordinance indeed
went further than just fulfill-
ing the Trade Related Intel-
lectual Property Rights (Trips)
commitment and that more
flexibilities should be incor-
porated.

The ministries are jointly
deliberating the changes that
should be brought about espe-
cially when it comes to provi-
sions on patentability, pre-grant
opposition and compulsory li-
censing..

The comments willbesent

to the prime minister’s office
which is said to have raised con-
cerns earlier on the issue.

“Also, we want to be ready
with our views in case the
Patents Ordinanceis referredto
aselect parliamentary commit-
tee,” an official in the ministry
of chemicals said.

The ministries’ concern
stems from the fact that there
are about 7,000 patent applica-
tions in the mail box.

About 2,500 applicants are
learnt to be seriously pursuing
theirapplications.

Assuming all the applica-
tions are fornew chiemical enti-
ties (NCE), this would mean
there have been 250 NCEs dis-
covered every year.

“This isimpossible, consid-

ering the global average is 10,
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Once, different forms of the
same molecule are given a
patent, almost 60 per cent of the
drugsinthe market will be cov-
ered,” the official added.

The ministries also feel that
the pre-grant opposition has
been considerably weakened |
and the clauses present earlier
but omitted in the Ordinance
should be restored.

“Earlierthere wasafearthat
pre-grant oppositionwilllead to
ariseinlitigation, butthat prob-
lemhasbeentakencareofinthe
Ordinance as a patent will be
granted and an objection dis-
missed concurrently,” an offi-
cial said. {

Officials also feel that the |
procedures for getting a com- |

pulsory licence areverytedious |
- and chonld be eaced 1
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Access charge hlke

Womes flrms

PALLAVI MAJUMDAR
New Delhi, 20 March

Wlth only 45-days lefttofile -

pre-grantoppositiontothe
thousandsof applicationsinthe

mail box, the Indian pharma-
ceutical industry is feeling the
pinch of hiked access charges
to patents applications.
Underthe new rules, which
came into effect from Decem-
ber2004, the inspection feesand
charges for supplying photo-
copies of documentshavebeen
raised 27 times, making patents
information inaccessible to
many. Anybody wanting to in-
specta patents application will
have to pay Rs 800 per applica-
tion. A photocopy will cost Rs 4

perpage. Thismayamounttoa *
“pre-1995 molecules. “Unless the

substantial figureas patentsap-
plications usua]lyrurlmto hun-
dredsof pages.': "

Withthe 90-daydeadhne for
pre-grant opposition ending
April 30,2005, theindustryfears
it will not be able to access the
patents information promptly,
asthe Delhn patent offlce isap-

parently suffering from a man-
power shortage. Moreover, the
office is scheduled to be shifted
toanother location. Inaddition,
aspecial notice posted by the
patents office on January 21,
2005 hassaid all patent applica-
tions filed before July 20, 2003
need not be published. Instead,
their particulars may be in-
spected at the appropriate
patents office. This has ruffled
the pharmaceutical industry,
which has said the government
ismaking a mockery of the al-
ready weakened pre-grant op-
position.

Thereare 6,989 patent filings
inthe mail box by foreign com-

“panies. These reportedly include

several applications for poly-
morphs and compositions for

domesticindustry hasaccessto
the published abstracts at rea-
sonable charges, it would not
be able to make effective use of
even the weakened pre-grant
opposition provision,” Indian
Pharmaceutical Alliance Sec-
retary-General DG Shah said.
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'NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

Purchase (1): Tender No, PT-5/2005-06 : Description of lem : GI.

Pipes & M.S. Pipes . Approx. Value : Rs. 11.60 Lakhs. Last date of
Sale of Tender Document : ( by post) 12.04. 2005 upto 3.00 p.m. and
{by hand} 21.04.2005 upto 1.00 p.m. Last date of Submission of
Tender and date & time of opening : 22.04.2005 uplo 4.00 p.m.
Tendering Authority Address : Staff Officer (MM), Office of the Chief
Generat Manager WCL ChandrspurAraa PO & Dist. : Ctmn&apur-i
442 401.

{2): Tender No. {I)waao—pur!ﬂ-(}am-{)ﬁ {H}wano-purfQ-09/2005-06: .
Description of lems :{i) RCC Hume pipe (IljHoses for 210 Dumper:
Approx. Value :{)Rs. 9.50 Lakhs (ll)Rs. 8.60 Lakhs. Temdarmg
Authority Address : Materials  Manager (WA), WCL, Wani Area,
Urjagram, PO : Tadali - 442 406, Distt. Chandrapur { M.S.} Phone No.:
07172-237022. Fax : 07172-237011. Period of Sale of Tender and last |
date of Submission of Tender : upto 3.00 pm. on 28032005154’\(’ y
Opening : at4 00 p.m.on28.03.2005.
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