Pfizer takes

Ranbaxy to
court over
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FIZER has filed a case against
Ranbaxy and Teva alleging
infringement on its product Ac- |
cupril (generic Quinapril). Teva
and Ranbaxy together launched
this product in the US market last
December. Teva is already leamnt
10 have captured close to 45%
marketshare in 1his product. The
total Quinapri! siivs is estiated
tobeabout §55¢ million
Pfizer repontedly filed the case
in the District Court of New Jer-
sey in the last week of January,
daiming infringement .on its
‘450 patent. Pfizer has claimed
that Ranbaxy’s formulation con-
1ains an i ient wlich leads
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indicated for ticating hyperien-
sion. Ananalysi reportissuedre-
cently said the lawsuit filed by
Pfizer puts Ranbaxy/Teva’s
launchatrisk andalossinthe lit-
igation would lead to damages.

Teva was granted six-month
marketing exclusivity for this
product by the USFDA last year.
AstheIsraeli generics company’s
product was facing an infringe-
ment -challenge from Pfizer, it
has relinquished its exclusive
rights and entered into an agree-
ment with Ranbaxy under
which the latter manufactures
and supplies the product to Teva,
which markets the product un-
derits own brand name.

Ranbaxy also have a USFDA
approval for this drug and its
product was not facing any legal
challenge from the originator ear-
lier, Pfizer’s original patent was to
expire in February ‘07.




