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ANBAXY Laboratories
1oday said that it had re-
ceived a favourable ruling
from the Austrian Patent Office
in a patent lawsuit with Pfizer for
chulesterol-lowering drug Ator-
vasiatin. A company slatement
issued hereoday said the Ausiri-
an Patent Office has invalidaied
three patent daims by Plizer.
“The patem office invalidaied
claims 1-3 of Austrian Patent No
AT E 207 896, a Plizer-owned
published patent applicationanda
Plizer-owned patent.” a Ranbaxy

statement issued here today said.

In making its ruling in favour
of Ranbaxy's arguments that
daims 1-3 of the patent were in-
valid on various grounds, the
Austrian panel of five judges
agreed that the spedfic paient

claims are invalid as annopalcd
by Plizer's international pateni
applications, it added.

Plizer can appeal the Austri-
an patent office ruling. The
global market for Atorvastatin
last year was $12 billion, ac-
cording to IMS Health.

Ranbaxy, which is fighting
the patent violation charges
filed by Plizer against it in the
US, has made filings for its ver-
sion of Atorvastatin in the US
and Europe. The court also
agreed with Ranbaxy's argu-
ment that the patent claims lack
an inventive siep over Plizer's
US Patent No. 4,681,893.
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