Barr, Teva sued over Allegra

New York fraud and in-

12 OCTOBER terference as-

bbb By e 1 i sociated with
 ANBAXY Laboratories said on the supply of
Tiesday it has' sued rival active ingredi-
generic drug makers Barr ents regarding
harmaceuticals and Teva Pharma- the sale of fex-
ceutical in a dispute over generic ver- ofenadine hy-
sions of the popular allergy medicine drochloride
Allegra. : tablets in the
India’s Ranbaxy and its partner in : United States.
the suit, privately held Agvar Chemi-  The suit was filed in New Jersey Supe-

rior Court.

“We operated in good faith overa
period of five years, lending technical
expertise to Barr in the development
tive ingredient for manufacturing of the fexofenadine hydrochloride
generic Allegratablets, " | gtablets, and investing heavily in facili-

Ranbaxy and Agvar ‘are séeking  tiestomeet the demands of Barr, only
damages and equitable relief for what  tobe surprised by an undisclosed rela-
they charge was breach of contract, = tionship between Barr and Teva,” Jay

cals Inc., charge they were blindsided
by a deal Barr made with Teva that ef-
fectively cut them out as suppliers of
fexofenadine hydrochloride, the ac-

Deshmukh, Ranbaxy's vice president
of global intellectual property, saidina |
statement. Barr spokeswoman Carol
Cox said based on Barr’s arrangement
with Ranbaxy and Agvar, the compa-
ny considers the suit to be “without
merit and frivolous and we intend to
defend ourselves.” She added that
Barr, based in Woodcliff Lake, New
Jersey, had not yet seen the actual
suit. Barr in August received US regu-
latory approval to market generic Al
legra, receiving 180 days of marketing
exclusivity. A week later, Barr an-
nounced adeal with Israel's Tevatoal-
low it to sell the drug during Barr's ex- |
clusivity period. That arrangement in-
cluded the use of a different supplier
of the active ingredient, rather than
Ranbaxy and Agvar, the complaining
companies said. — Reuters




