Ranbaxy’s Lipitor
challenge struck
down by UK court

Corporate Bureau
New Delhi, Oct 12

The UKHighCourtofJustice
- onWednesday ruled that Ran-
baxy Laboratories’ proposed
‘atorvastatin-based product in-
fringeduponPfizer'sEuropean
patent 247633 for the world's
| largestsellingdrugLipitorwith
‘annual global sales of over $11
'billion. The judgmentisablow
"to Ranbaxy's hopes of launch-
"'ing a generic version of Lipitor
in the UK market. It will not be
"‘able to do so until 2011, when
the patent expires.’ Ranbaxy
plans to appeal against the
judgement in a higher court.
The High Court, however,
ruled that Pfizer's European
. patent 409281— a related
“species” patent covering the
‘calcium salt of atorvastatin —
was invalid in the UK. While
patent 633 is for the basic com-
pound atorvastatin, patent 281
is ‘for ' atorvastatin calcium.
However, since Ranbaxy has
lostpatent633, itwillnotbeable
‘to launch atorvastatin calcium
based products in the UK either
. whose patent expires in 2010.
'« Pfizeralsosaiditwill appeal
against. the adverse rulings.
Ranbaxy’s president (pharma-
.ceuticals) Malvinder Singh
said, “We are confident of win-
ning our appeal on the basic
patent. We were prepared for
‘this. We expect a favourable
‘verdict from the higher court.”
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The world’s largest pharma-
ceutical company described
the judgement as “an impor-
tant victory not only for Pfizer

" butforallinnovators.”

The Lipitor battle between
Ranbaxy and Pfizer now shifts
totheUS, Lipitor'sbiggest mar-
ket, where a judgment on ator-
vastatin is expected by the end
of the year. UK, in comparison,
is a relatively minor market for
Pfizer, accounting for only 7%
ofLipitorsales.

The judgment boosted the
Pfizerscripwhichhasbeentrad-

"ing at 8-year lows. The share

shotup4.8%inearlytrades. #



